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Railroad Bridge Burning
License Plate Follows the Path of Morgan's Raiders

This battlefield supporter visited the railroad site which is located on Memorial Blvd. in Springfield,
Robertson County.  On November 2, 1862, Colonel John Hunt Morgan stopped in this region.

During the Civil War, Robertson County was occupied territory and no major battles were fought
within its borders.  However, both armies moved men and materials through, and Confederate
cavalryman John Hunt Morgan and his raiders destroyed parts of the Edgefield and Kentucky
Railroads which ran through the county. These railroads were vital links in the Union supply line. 

Returning from the Kentucky Campaign of September-October l862, Morgan's command now
consisting of the 2nd, 7th and 9th Kentucky Calvary, stopped briefly in this region, while a
detachment under Lt. Col. Hutchinson destroyed railroad trestles near Springfield, and two long
trestles in the direction of Clarksville. The Nashville Daily Union reported "Lieut. Col. Hutchinson
reports that he burned three tressels on the Clarksville and Springfield Railroad, on the 27th, and
also the tressel work at the Ridge.  He says all the bridges between this and Clarksville are
destroyed."  On November 2, 1862, The Vidette, a local Springfield newspaper, printed a letter to
Lieut. Col R A Alston (Chief of Staff to Morgan) from Lt. Col. Hutchinson stating, "we burned the
trestle works between Nashville and Clarksville, being a distance of near sixty miles, (the most
important by far on the E. and R. Rail Road.)



In 1862, John Hunt Morgan set out on a
thousand-mile ride through Kentucky –
destroying railroad and telegraph lines, seizing
supplies, taking prisoners and generally
wreaking havoc in the Union rear. 

Morgan led equally successful endeavors in
October and December, which eventually
forced some 20,000 Union troops to be
detached from the front to guard
communication and supply lines.

During his raids, Morgan often avoided direct combat through tactical plans which involved ruse
and deception, including intercepting telegraph messages and sending out false ones to Union
commands.  During 1862 Morgan's command grew from 325 to a division of 3,000 and he was
promoted to brigadier general on December 11, 1862. 

John Hunt Morgan was known as the "Thunderbolt of the Confederacy" and his raids often made
national headlines and helped cement the fearsome reputation of the Southern cavalryman. 

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS! 

If you have a “Save our Battlefields” license plate, please consider stopping by and taking a photo
of your plate at a battlefield or other battle-related Civil War site in your area… we’re especially
interested in sites that don’t always get the historians’ spotlight!  If you’re looking for a site in your
area, we can help find one nearby – just email us -  or if you’ve already got that special photo please
send to info@tcwpa.org.   

You can purchase the license plate at your County Clerk’s office for $36.00 plus your regular

registration fees. Proceeds from the sale of the plate will help protect and interpret important

battlefields in Tennessee.

For more information, visit:  tcwpa.org/license-plate

The Tennessee Civil War Preservation Association preserves and interprets Tennessee's Civil War
Battlefields and their contributing landscapes for present and future generations. 

Become a member: tcwpa.org/join      Make a donation: tcwpa.org/donate      Purchase a license plate
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