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License Plate to Medon Station - Skirmish at the Depot

This battlefield preservation supporter following the route of Armstrong’s Raid stops in Medon, TN where the
Mississippi Central Railroad once ran between Jackson and Bolivar and where a skirmish on August 31, 1862 at the
railroad depot resulted in an estimated 50 Confederate and less than 5 Union soldiers killed.

The skirmish at Medon Station was part of Brig. Gen. Frank C. Armstrong’s cavalry raid, as he
advanced north from Holly Springs, Mississippi, into West Tennessee. His mission, with roughly



2,700 troopers, was to raid along the railroad, harass the enemy, and disrupt Federal supply lines.

The skirmish began when elements of Armstrong’s raiding force, comprised of eight regiments of
Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee cavalry, struck Federal infantry guarding the
railroad between Medon and Toone’s Stations. As the aggressive Confederates burned bridges and
trestles, the small Union detachments from the 45th Illinois and 11th Iowa, retired to Medon, where
they built a barricade using cotton bales. This makeshift fortification was soon attacked and
surrounded by the Confederate horse-soldiers. The arrival and counterattack made by Federal
reinforcements (7th Missouri Infantry) rushed by rail from Jackson, saw Armstrong’s troopers
withdraw west to Denmark to fight a larger engagement the next day, September 1, 1862, at
Britton Lane.  

Remnants of the depot loading area are all that remain
at the site.   When the railroad was built in this area
(ca. 1857) the depot became known as “Medon
Station.”  Local lore suggests the railroad foreman of
Irish descent dug a drainage ditch for the railroad and
said upon reporting he had completed the task, “Me
Done”. 

Kudzu has consumed the abandoned railroad bed at
the depot site, looking south.  The railroad was active
through this area until the 1980s.

THANK YOU
…to all of you who have sent photos of your
vehicle with the “Save Our Battlefields”
license plate at a Civil War site in Tennessee!
…. And thank you to our site specialists, board
members, and community historians who have
helped tell the stories at these sites.  We
appreciate your many volunteer hours each
month including the time taken to visit the
sites, to take and send photos, and help draft
and review text. 

Time to Renew?
When you RENEW your “Save Our
Battlefields” license plate you stay connected
to more than 1200 Tennesseans who proudly
display their license plate – the same folks
who can be heard throughout the state, voicing
their support for and working to save
battlefields in their communities, their region,
or across the nation.  When you RENEW you
are helping Save Our Battlefields.  Thank you.
 

Have a photo of your vehicle with the “Save Our Battlefields” license plate at a well-known or not-
so-well-known Civil War battlefield?  Please send to info@tcwpa.org.  We’ll do the rest. Thank you! 



You can purchase the license plate at your County Clerk’s office for $36.00 plus your regular

registration fees. Proceeds from the sale of the plate will help protect and interpret important

battlefields in Tennessee.

For more information, visit:  tcwpa.org/license-plate

The Tennessee Civil War Preservation Association preserves and interprets Tennessee's Civil War
Battlefields and their contributing landscapes for present and future generations. 

Become a member: tcwpa.org/join      Make a donation: tcwpa.org/donate      Purchase a license plate
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